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‘“When an Act of Parliament is against common right and reason, or
repugnant, or impossible to be performed, the common law will
control it and adjudicate such act to be void...’
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: IR (Willes J.) o9 vown

‘It was once said... that if an Act of Parliament were to create a man
judge in his own case, the Court might disregard it. That dictum,
however, stands as a warning, rather than an authority to be followed.
We sit here as servants of the Queen and the legislature. Are we to act
as regents over what is done by parliament with the consent of the
Queen, lords, and commons? | deny that any such authority exists...
The Proceedings here are judicial, not autocratic, which they would be
if we could make laws instead of administering them’
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